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BOOKS OF INTEREST SEEN IN REVIEW AND COMMENT,
THE BOOK OF THE WEEK.

HI SCPEBNATUBAL IX MODERN ENGLISH FICTION. By Dorothy
Scsrtoronss, Ph. D. o. P. Pntaam's Bona.)

Vr Is sti aOmlrsbta fcook for a restricted public. So the nrst point of
f erMetsm must to to point out the nature of that rMtrlctlon, In order

thit the book may fairly find those reader for whom It Is meant and by
rtan tt will be enjoyed. It is a book about book; Intended therefore for
kotftlin pwple, for the student and the lover of literature, the folk of
Ktrarlea and eolfegea In ventral for all that class of readers who are al-
ready ell nd widely read. If you have a fair present memory of your
Bnjljah classics from Scott to Kipling If the Gothic Novel means a definite
(Wnf to you, If you axe not above an Innocent pleasure In folklore and tha
(Mature of the mysterious, nor beneath appreciating a vetted Quotation or
tfie subtle irony of a clever phrase, then this book la for you.

Primarily It Is, aa Its title and tho degree of the author suggest, a work
f scholarship, a study of thi source and development of the supernatural
!tnient In consciously artistic literature; scholarly enough Indeed, and based

upon n exhaustive survey of the available material. But there the wonder
tKlltiK. What business has a work of sheer scholarship to be the expression
tfivlM and merry personality, to be written after this fashion, with humor
ind Irony and colloquial clevcrnoss of phrase, and an almost rollicking de-llr- bt

In the subject running through Jt all, llko the tone of a happy worker
hours st his work? These things are not r.f the desk and'the dusty tome,
thfy sniell not of the student's lamp. What has sunshine to do wltluachol-ureWp- ?

Or ly what alchemy does this lady distil such honest pleasure
from the analysts of a thousand ghostly narratives? First of all, she must
thoroughly enjoy them as ever Traddles did tho skeletons upon his slate.
And, furthermore, she must be a Tory considerable person. The genus
pelican Is not unknown to us by that name do tho baser sort profanely
denote the learned lady doctors of tho schools. But Miss Scarborough, by
the Internal evidence of her book Is lt'not also her thesis? comes near
uron being sul generis.

Soberly enough, the book Is a crltlcnl analysis of the whole machinery of
rhcits. elves dreams, magic, mythology and the like in the English fiction
tt the last two centuries, made pleasant reading by both Its spirit and Ita
ityle. There Is an Introductory chapter on the Gothic romance and another
on later Influences or sources of supernatural Idens, chiefly foreign. These
two chapters and the concluding one are beyond reasonable expectation
ichotarly and delightful. The interim is taken up by discussion of the
myatlo material In the 'fiction of the nineteenth century, classified by chap-Mr- s

ss Modern Ghosts, the Devil and Uis Allies. Supernatural Life, Folk
Tale and Supernatural Science. And It Is here that the book shows what
the bet must somewhere show, Its sharo of failure. It is a particularly ir-
ritating kind of failure, too: the discussion degenerates for pages on end
Into a mere cataloguing of Instances, dry and bnnal and not even accurately
cited. It Is as If the author, having set down with Infectious enjoyment her
Inferences nnd her critical analysis of the data In question, found herself
now confronted with the ungrateful task of sorting and listing the data
thmsflve. which having mentally squeezed dry she desired only to be dons
with so soon as might be; so that she went alout the task of. particularizing
them In a mood of weary disgust, careless of even common accuracy In the
proofreading. To misquoto Kipling's titles, to speak of the heroine of The
rarest Lover as Tscult le Deilreiise, to call I'norna ITonin and Mulvaney Mul-Tin- y

this sort of tiling occurs sit often ns to be unpardonable by reason of
lis ery pettiness. Nor does It seem possible that the wnmnn who observes
ef ghosts that they are the only permanent ilrnbcns of this world, and of
th Devil that man has created him in his own Image, could so completely
miss the point of The Turn of the Screw or The Doy Harvey or The Crock
t OoM. Perhaps the troubln is with the classification, and to have con-

structed by authors and their methods of treating-th- supernatural material
would have given better results than this mere sorting of spectres. Cer-
tainly there Is a wide gulf between Miss Scarborough's belt work and her
worst, and the discriminating question seems to bo simply whether she is
for the time being herself interested or bored with it.

She Is Interested most of tho time, nnd Interesting; with an almost
motherly Interest In normal, ordinary spooks, and 'a connoisseur's Joyful
avidity to pounce upon some rare specimen. Tho mere choice of sub-
ject was of course something; for not every candidate for a degree would htt
upon one so fertile In romantic possibilities. But then one reflects with
horror what dreary stuff tho Teutonic type of scholarship would have made
of such a themo as this. We may be glad that It was Miss Scarborough

ho chose tt for her own. If she nods now and then, surely even a ghoJt
hunter may grow drowsy. Her errors are too obvious to mislead. She has
made something useful for the scholar and something enjoyable for the
lover of strange, uncanny tales. And h'er book Is good original research and
better original contemplation.

THE CHIISK OF THE CORWH.
Mr John Mnlr. Kdttrd by Wilt-Is- m

Frederick Bade. (HonKhton
Minia Company.) 2.7R.
This book Is the first publication, In

complete form, of John Muir's notes
on his Arctic expedition of study and
uploratlon In 1881. The famous hat-trall- st

had long wished to study tho
racial formations of the Siberian and
Alukan coast, ar.d eagerly accepted
th chance offered him by his friend
Capt. Hooper of the Government boat port."
Thomas Corwin, wncn that vessel was
aent Into northern waters in the at-
tempt to discover and rescue If possi-
ble any survivors of two lost whalers,
the Mount tVollaston and the Vigilant.
Another reason for the expedition was
to find the traces of the lost Do Long
arty and their ship, the Jeannette.

The Corwin set out early In the spring
'ef 18S1, and Mulr embodied some ac-
count of the Journey and his scientific
Investigations In a series of letters to
the San Francisco Evening Bulletin,
as well aa In several Government re-
ports. But the completed narrative,

PERIODICALS WAR TIME
fits government has no more useful

JBtasJSens In keeping before the
sjHb the vital questions of the day
ttsa seas ef our big periodicals. A
Wsdrng exponent of this patrlotlo attit-

ude Is the ZAterorv Digest, which
ptrbhases to-d- ay a striking article
vetotmg the way In which every cltl-e- n

can support the Government In
tie execution of tts enormous task.

The subject ot the article is an
attest oall to every unmarried man
wflh an tneome of fl,000' or more,
aci! to every married man with an
tneome ot J,000 or more, to take

by

. I.

In popular form, has never been pub-"sh- ed

until now. The present volume
includes all the material used In the
Bulletin letters and In the reports and
adds much morn of a personal charac-
ter from Mnlr's own Journal. There
seems to have been some reason for
keeping back a story of such Interest
all these years. Muir's observations
of the hitherto unknown Wrangell
Land, ns well as of other localities
visited, does not exactly tally with the
reports given by the navy expedition
of "the Rodgers. The Government
maps and charts use the Rodgers re

but it is well known In the
scientific world that as there was no
trained man of science on the Rodgers,
iar tuoie credence is to be given the
Mulr reports. Now that time ha
softened a certain acerbity that seems
to have pervaded the air of official
circles after the return of both ships.
it has been deemed safe and wise to I

eive the world this charmingly chatty
and Intimate, and yet so scientifically
valuable story In Its famous author's
own words. Even such readers as are
not interested In statements of exact
science will find enjoyment In this
virile narrative of Journeys amid the

IN
prompt steps to make report to the
Government. "The Treasury Depart-
ment is already laboring under the
extraordinary difficulties imposed by
the war. By giving It bis hearty co-
operation each citizen win be doing
his share at least to ease its burden
and to lighten the heavy responsibil-
ities of the new Commissioner ot In-

ternal Revenue, who, many say, is the
most able and most efficient aid that
this Important branch qf the Govern-
ment has ever had."

This Is only a small part of the elo-
quent argument advanced by the Ut-era- ru

Digest, which owing to its live
methods and Interesting contents Is
building up an Immense circulation.
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perils of the North on unknown shores.
Borne delicious bits of personal de
scription of the Aleutian natives are
most amusing, notably tho word por-
trait of the savage orator Jaroochah,
who could not atop orating even to.cat
Also the description of an Eskimo
bedroom, a "furry sanctum," with
walls, celling and floor of fur, sounds
mighty good Just at the moment these
lines are being written. The deep
hatred of the lust for killing which
filled the soul of Mulr, the lover of

11 nature, finds vent In one or two
very human little outbursts, such as
the following: r

"In nothing does man. with his
grand notions of heaven and charity,
how forth his innate, lowbred wild

animalism more clearly than in hts
treatment of his brother beasts
there Is no recognition of rights, only
murder In one form or another."

the nouses or i.y.mk. itj i.adr
Xewton. Xrr York, fi. r. Pnt-aaam- 'a

Sons.)N ae.50.
Now that the old order is changing

everywhere, and possibly more
(though less noisily) In England than
elsewhere, this chronicle of an old fam-
ily and a grand old house comes with
a double value. What is told hero tn
an Intimate personal history of the
Legh family of Lyme Park is char-
acteristic of so much which will never
be again thatMhe handsome volume
with its wealth of illustrations nnd
rich store of facts can take Its de-
served placa on the library shelf of
history. The history of England forms
a colorful background for the history
of the Legh family who took an Im-

portant part In tho political nnd social
life of their various generations. The
fine old house known as Lyme Park,
one of England's show places, which
housed them for so long was, we hear,
begun in 1465. and built and rebuilt
until 1881, when the structure was
completed about as tt now stands, ex-
cept for Interior concessions made to
changing Ideas of personal comfort In
living. Indeed Lady Newton's book, In
many little touches, diaries, private
letters, household accounts, gives a
picture of the conditions of living in
earlier days even for a great and rich
family of landowners, which would
make an artisan of to-d- shiver and
rejoice that he wa born In a moro
prosaic but comfortable age.

Lady Nowton tells us that It was the
discovery of an old packet of letters
which first Induced her to write this
history of a house, and alio modestly
hopes It may find at least a small cir-
cle of readers who will not he bored bv
it. But the work has been so well done
that It will find many readers to enjoy
the word portraits of men and women
of past days, showi us In a simple
human way that brings them hu-
manly nearer to us. In fact tt Is ever
so much more interesting to learn how
people lived in those far-o- ff days if we
are told of It as Illustrated In the liven
of special individuals. When we read
Sir Peter Legh's account of his travel
ling expenses or Lady Legh's house
hold diary we remember the details
much more than If they were given us
as impersonal historical fact.
TITE SHADOW ON THE STONE.

r Marajnerlte Bryant. (Doflleld
Jt Co.) fl.Sft.

The schemes of idealists rarely suc
ceed because they have to be finan-
cially supported by "successful busi-
ness men." Nlel Meredith, a dreamr,
had devoted his entire life In material-
izing a scheme for founding a settle-
ment, "one point where there was
unity of aim, action and ambition. One
spot untouched by any consideration
of wot Idly success or popularity, un-
concerned with material matters of
profit snd loss. Built up with clean
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Masefield,
of "The Old Front

Line" Co.), hsV
to this and

is busy on a of
poems.

hands that's on
and by love deslro for
true racial Nlel has many

the fs?emost of
them his best friend, Ambrose Dale, a
young man with a keen business sense,
but no money, and at-

tached tn him. In talking the
plans Niel's attracts a

James Farr. who offers to
support the plan. Dale Is
that Farr can be as disin-
terested as thp of the Idea
should be. but he Is half by
Niel's great faith in human nature.
The plans and
Morn, an Island In the Baltic Se.i, l-

leased from the Swedish
while nr en-
gaged. Tn the Ambrose Dal
comes under to Farr, and
is forced to' tell him of the nullum
which ho had on tho island.
Farr wishes to start a business con-
cern tries to force Nlel to consent
by to his finan-
cial support. There is a terrific strug-
gle of wills, and Nlel wins
his nerves aro bo that ho
dies in result of n
But Dali, with rwillno Paget, HarrM

and several other broken-
hearted of Nlel, after

lcteen energies In
revenge on Farr or on going on with
the take up the work where
their friend lft it. The are
real and even Fnrr Is not the

villain. His in
Mora wore not wholly selfish, but bis
business were In
him. The story Is and welt
told.

tub nuMA.v sinn of nut us.
By Royal Dlson. (Frrderlck A.
lokei SI.00 net.

Among many good things In this
"nature study from new

angle," about the must tn
one's sense of Justice Is the plea!
for of tho
sparrow, and the story of tho

by our
in common with his iwlld

Tho stories. In worp or
of queer odd exotic birds are

quite as new
strange things and peoplo always is.
But finding out new
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C. W. BARRON

Business men inter-
ested in oil development
anvwhere, should read Mr.
Barron's fascinating story of 5
Me martelous Tampico oil r
fields.
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in his analysis of the land s

E question. 5
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traits In onr eld friends who were so
familiar that wo were Inclined to look
on them with contempt, Is n. psychic
exploration of great Interest and of
much value for our own character.
How many of us know that tho wild
turkey of America, the Immediate
ancestor of our own l.omo bird Is a
"leader among classical dancers?"
And that the turkey hen 14 tho most
dovoted mother In the wholo bird
kingdom? Even tho tame turkey
employs the most intricate and In-

teresting dancing steps in his court-In- e,

and has other qualities It pays us
to watch'. And ns for tho English
sparrow, now cotmldered much In the
tight of a pariah among birds. It

to hear that:
"This bird celebrity Is peihnps the

most abused and misunderstood friend
of tho himinn raco ids sins
and shortcomings havo been greatly
oerr.stlmatod. He is tho most
intelligent of birds, living always on
intimate terms with man. 1 is tills
intelligence whU.li causes him never
to trust the lord of creation.
There Is no bird that can measure up
to the sparrow in the destruction of

-- a

noxious Insects or aa a promoter of
sanitation. " He Is fa the
bird world what the dog la ! the ani-
mal world the beat Mead of
man."

The beautiful color pictures and the
many good photographs enhance the
value of a book which no bird lovcH
should be without- -

TIIK WOLF-CU- B.

Terence Casey
By Patrick amd

T,mie
Co4.) SI. 40.

Here is all the material ter an ex-

cellent romance. But the authors
hare made a fair better story than
they appear capable of wrltlnk. With
the lawless mountain life of Spain for .

a background, with gypsies and bull- - '

fighters and brigands and their ene-
mies of tho Guardla Civil, wltb, a run- - ,

nlng and desperate- bandolero, a dark,
ripe maid of tho Zlncall and a hi-

dalgo's beautiful daughter for leading
figures, they have woven a clever arid
exciting plot, compact of stirring
elements of romance nnd planned ana
proportioned wltb no little skill. But
there their merit ends. The book
Is weakly and tritely written, without
power or color or character, so that
one has need of some critical senso
to recognize how essentially good Is
the story thus ineptly told. The spirit
Indeed Is willing but the style Is weal;;
it Is not always even grammatical.

And yet the story lii there. The
reader who Is Insensitive to bad writ-
ing and avid of passionate adventure,
who has Imagination enough .to sup-
plement for himself In brighter polors
the scenes nnd peoplo which tho
printed narrative labors to convey,
may still find means of onjoyment. The
story would make an ndmlrnbe mov-
ing picture. On the screen nil lta
merits would bo Intensified and Its
failure In the art of word would mat-
ter not at all.

WAXTED A TORTOISE IIKI,I
By Peter nlondrll. (John Lane
Co.t SJ.40.
Nonsense books are sometimes very

enjoyable things, even 310 paces of
them. But after all tho author of n
nonsense book should remember that
ho If writing for n. reaoer who is at
least fairly Intelligent. Tho plot of
Mr. Blundell's book is as obvious as
its custard pie 'humor; the character
wanted a tortnlsoshell. In India there
I an old archreologlst he, of conr-ie- , IS

as nece?ay to a farcical story ns n
detectlvo to a mystery tale. with a
beautiful daughter. There is a Swede
a villain, at whom the render is prlvf-lege- d

to laugh at his heart's content.
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Private
Peat .Soldier Story

After two years in Hell he is with a smile
and written the all war books on
life in the aniioua fathers and
mothers of American

. Al all ft, SO net. Tim fliOi Omssas.

A CRUSADER FRANCE
'Translated from the French of

Introduction by
'MIm Katharine Lee Bates a letter the publisher says: "I have read
every word Crusader France,' moved the depths my
by ita poignant spiritual beauty. gives, too, clearest
actual war conditions, day after day, and week after week, and month
after month, that I have seen."

Net, $1.60. Poitagi Extra. All Boekttora.

E. P. DUTTON & CO., Fifth Ave., N. Y.

and the Young Vrefcssor. Needless
say. the heroine may not marry

until her father has obtained a male
tortoisn shell oat, and the inevitable
paint brush is with the, re-
quired result. Mellta Is the type of
dnring who exclaims, "'Oh, the
dog has torn your tr ," to be

by a blush from the
typo of refined hero, who hastens au
fflibrra.sd "Don't mention g,

of course, "thVm."
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warrant the addition of eight chapters
to Gustavo Mer' HUtory of

Halt (Bonl l.lvertght).
the of .eth low in 1901. fol-
lowed by an upheaval in tho
of the political tribesmen, with ill
subsequent change of leader., to th- -

fight of the
present year, the Influence of Tatn-- I
many on politics ts reviewed In terms

I not complimentary to the Hall.
The author pictures the dawn and

day of tho Murphy regime, touching
on the Investigation of tlie. life
ance companies, and giving the. liin- -!

tory of the Sulzer impeachment la
detail.

Why Our Soldiers
Wait For Clothing

Soldiers can not march without shoes or resist pneumonia in a winter of record-breakin- g

severity without warm clothing and sufficient shelter.

The testimony of Sharpe before the Senate's . Investigation Committee on
the shortage of clothing, supplies for the soldiers, appeals to many an editor in the
United States as a most remarkable and instructive, account of "the circumlocutory

and the general red tap'ery" of the operations of the War Department:
On the other hand the result of a canvass among members of and

of the Government Departments made by the New York Times brings that journal
"to the conclusion that the Government has accomplished a vast of work consid-
ering the short time elapsed since it began to make preparations in earnest; that there
had been some serious mistakes and delays, but that the activity of the War Department
is at last on the upgrade."

In THE LITERARY for January 12th. on a of the most enlightening
articles in this unusually good, number deals with the Congressional investigation of the
War Department and voices the editorial opinion of the countiy upon the disclosures.
Many illuminating details are presented, and the article is one that will hold the interest
of every reader.

Other important topics in this issue of DIGEST are:

America For No Makeshift Peace
Presenting; the Results of a Careful Editorial Examination of Newspaper Opinion From All

Over the United $tatcs Upon the Latest German Peace Propaganda

The Brewers' Campaign of Righteousness
A Peace Offer Distrusted by Both Sides
Germany's Last
The Coming Great Aerial Combat
Launching Ship Upside Down
Edible Reptiles
Resurrected Art of William Blajte
Admonishing Petted Darling
Shall We Close Churches?
The Income An Urgent Duty,

Glorious Privilege
Striking Illustration.
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Colony Gone

Will the Government Keep the Railroads?
Teutons Squabbling Over Poland
How You Can Save and Substitute

(Prepared U. S. Food Administration)
Medical Music
The Crewless Raider
The Historian In the Movies
What the War Did To Harry Lauder
Mr. Sunday's Slang Book
How Railroad Stockholders Will

Fare
Including the Best Cartoon

The People Who Read "The Digest"

Ftom
election

Ineur-- i

by the

the people who read THE LITERARY DIGEST.
They are the best type. They buy "The Digest"
because they know it is accurate, impartial, whole-
some, comprehensive, and because they
can take itliome to their children with confidence,
and because it covers tho world's news as no other
periodical does. Aro you with them?

January 12th Number on Sale To-da- y All News-deale- rs 10 Cents
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